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Application/Control Number: 10/767,372 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2187 

This Office Action is in response to the Applicant's Remarks filed on October 27, 
2006. The instant application having U.S. Patent No. 10/767,372 has a total of 21 
claims pending in the application; claims 13 and 15 have been canceled; no claims 
have been amended or added. 

INFORMATION CONCERNING CLAIMS: 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-3, 5-10, 17, and 19-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent Publication No. 2004/000331 4 A1 to Witt et al (hereinafter 
Witt). 

1. In regard to claim 1 Witt teaches: 

"A method of creating an image file of target information to be additionally written in an 
information recording medium (e.g., see paragraph 8 in page 1), comprising: 
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"a first step of creating image data of the target information;" (e.g., see paragraph 8 in 
page 1; paragraph 67 in page 6; Fig. 6). For example the image file of source data is 
created. The source data represents target information. 

"a second step of obtaining identification information of the information recording 
medium;" (e.g., see paragraphs 48-49 in page 5). For example control stream included 
in the image file includes the identification information. 

"and a third step of creating an image file having the image data in association with the 
identification information." (e.g., see paragraphs 67-74 in pages 6-7; flow diagram in 
Fig. 6). 

2. In regard to claim 2 Witt teaches: 

"wherein the identification information includes at least one of physical information (e.g., 
geometry) and logical information (e.g., volume) possessed by the information 
recording medium." (e.g., see paragraph 48 in page 5; element 222 in Fig. 3). 

3. In regard to claim 3 Witt teaches: 

"wherein the identification information includes the physical information (e.g., 
geometry), and said physical information includes at least one of disk specific 
information paragraph 39 in page 4), session information and track information." (e.g., 
see paragraph 50 in page 5) 

4. In regard to claim 5 Witt teaches: 
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"wherein the physical information includes the track information (paragraph 49 in page 
5), and said track information includes at least one of a number of recorded tracks and 
track lengths of the recorded tracks." (e.g., see paragraph 50 in page 5). 

5. In regard to claim 6 Witt teaches: 

"wherein the identification information includes the logical information (paragraph 48 in 
page 5), and said logical information includes at least one of volume information and file 
system information of the information recording medium." (e.g., see paragraph 8 in 
page 1). 

6. In regard to claim 7 Witt teaches: 

"wherein the logical information includes the volume information (paragraph 38 in page 
4), and said volume information includes primary volume descriptor information." 
(paragraph 48 in page 5). 

7. In regard to claim 8 Witt teaches: 

"wherein the image file further includes the identification information." (paragraph 47 in 
page 4-5; Fig. 3). 

8. In regard to claim 9 Witt teaches: 

"wherein the third step creates management information to indicate a correspondence 
between the identification information and the image file." (paragraph 47 in pages 4-5; 
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Fig. 3). The control stream is a part of image file which includes identification 
information. 

9. In regard to claim 10 Witt teaches: 

"further comprising a fourth step of storing the image file created in the third step." 
(paragraph 74 in page 7; Fig. 6). 

1 0. In regard to claim 1 7 Witt teaches: 

"An information recording system for recording information in an information recording 
medium, comprising:" (paragraphs 15-16 in pages 2; Figs. 1-2). 

"an information processing device having a file creation part (paragraph 16 in pages 2; 
Fig. 2), in response to a request to create an image file of target information to be 
additionally written in an information recording medium (paragraph 46 in pages 4), 
creating an image file including image data of the target information in association with 
identification information of the information recording medium;" (e.g., see paragraphs 
67-74 in pages 6-7; flow diagram in Fig. 6). 

"and an information recording device (Figs. 1-2), in response to a recording request 
from the information processing device (paragraph 46 in pages 4), recording the target 
information in the information recording medium." (e.g., see paragraphs 67-74 in 
pages 6-7; flow diagram in Fig. 6). 

11. In regard to claim 19 Witt teaches: 
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"wherein the image file further includes the identification information." (e.g., see 
paragraph 47 in pages 4-5; Fig. 3). 

1 2. In regard to claim 20 Witt teaches: 

"further comprising: a storage device;" (e.g., see element 141 in Fig. 1). 

"and a storing part storing the image file created by the file creation part in the storage 
device." (e.g., see paragraph 37 in page 4; element 206 in Fig. 2). 

13. In regard to claim 21 Witt teaches: 

"wherein the storing part stores management information to indicate a correspondence 
between the identification information and the image file in the storage device." 
(paragraph 47 in pages 4-5; Fig. 3). 

14. In regard to claim 22 Witt teaches: 

"wherein the identification information includes at least one of physical information and 
logical information possessed by the information recording medium." (e.g., see 
paragraph 48 in page 5; element 222 in Fig. 3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 4 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Witt in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,788,346 B2 to Ito et al. (hereinafter Ito). 

15. In regard to claim 4 Witt teaches all limitation recited in claim 1 but does not 
expressly teach: "wherein the physical information includes the disk specific information, 
and said disk specific information includes a disk ID." 

Ito teaches: "wherein the physical information includes the disk specific 
information (e.g., see column 4, lines 55-61; element 200 in Fig. 2), and said disk 
specific information includes a disk ID." (e.g., see column 5, lines 13-14; element 304 
in Fig. 3) for providing disk physical information including the disk identification (ID). 
Disclosures by Witt and Ito are analogous because both references related to data 
storage or recording systems. 

At the time of invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in art to 
modify the method and system taught by Witt to include the disk identification disclosed 
by Ito. 

The motivation for using identification information as taught by column 1, lines 53-60 of 
Ito is to realize a small video image recording and reproducing apparatus and also to 
improve an operability of the user. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine disclosure by Ito with Witt to obtain 
the invention as specified in the claim. 

16. In regard to claim 23 Witt teaches all limitation recited in claim 1 7 but does not 
expressly teach: "wherein the information recording device multi-session records the 
target information in the information recording medium." 
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Ito teaches: "wherein the information recording device multi-session records the 
target information in the information recording medium." (e.g., see column 6, lines 59- 
65; Fig. 6) for recording on optical disk in multi-session format. The motivation for 
combination is based on the same rational given for rejection of claim 4. 

ALLOWABLE SUBJECT MATTER 

Claims 11-12, 14, and 16 are allowed. 

Claim 18 is objected to as being dependent upon rejected based claims, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in correct and independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

1. The primary reason for allowance of claims 11-12, 14,16, and 18 in instant 
application is the combination with the inclusion of the following limitations: determining 
whether the identification information of the information recording medium and 
identification information associated with the image file are the same; only if the 
identification information of the information recording medium and the 
identification information associated with the image file are the same based on 
the determination, additionally writing the image data included in the image file in 
the information recording medium 

: IMPORTANT NOTE : 
I fthe applicant should choose to rewrite the independent claims to include the 
limitations recited in either one of the claims, the applicant is encouraged to amend the 
title of the invention such that it is descriptive of the invention as claimed as required 
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be sec. 606.01 of the MPEP. Furthermore, the summary of invention and the abstract 

should be amended to bring them into harmony with the allowed claims as required by 
paragraph 2 of sec. 1302.01 of the MPEP. 

As allowable subject matter has been indicated, applicant's response must either 
comply with all formal requirements or specifically traverse each requirement not 
compiled with. See 37 C.F.R. § 1.111(b) and § 707.07(a) of the M.P.E.P. 

Response to Applicant's Remarks 

The Applicant's Remarks has been carefully considered but are not persuasive. 
In regard to independent claims 1 and 1 7 the Applicant argues: 

"Applicant respectfully submits that Witt does not disclose "[a] method of creating 
an image file of target information to be additionally written in an information recording 
medium," as recited in claim 1 and similarly recited in claim 17. (emphasis added). Witt 
simply discloses writing an image file to a destination storage medium. Applicant 
respectfully submits that, unlike the inventions of claims 1 and 17, Witt suggests writing 
an image file to only a blank destination storage medium. Witt does not disclose or 
suggest that an image file is "additionally written" to a destination storage medium that 
already contains data. 

Furthermore, Applicant respectfully submits that Witt does not disclose "a second 
step of obtaining identification information of the information recording medium; and a 
third step of creating an image file having the image data in association with the 
identification information," as recited in claim I and similarly recited in claim 17. Witt only 
discloses obtaining information from the source storage media, and creating an image 
file that includes information from the source storage media. Witt does not disclose or 
suggest obtaining information from the destination storage media, and creating an 
image file that includes information from the destination storage media." (Page 3 of 
Applicant's Remarks). 

From the above it seems that the Applicants agrees that Witt teaches creating 
the image file from source or target data that is stored in source storage media and 
obtaining the identification of source storage media and recording the information in the 
destination storage media. The Applicant argument is that information obtained and 
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recorded in destination storage media is only associated with the source storage media 
and not the destination storage media. However, Witt in paragraph 5, page 1 of his 
disclosure teaches: 

"An image file is a copy of the data stored on a source storage media volume 
Typically, the image file is a single stream of data that is a sector by sector copy of the 
data contained on the source storage media volume. The image file is in turn stored on 
a destination storage media volume. The destination storage media volume is a 
different volume or partiti on on the same storage media or, alternatively, a separate 
storage media. For example, an image file that represents a sector by sector copy of a 
hard disk volume is stored on a CD ROM." (Emphasis added). 

As indicated Witt teaches that the destination storage medium may be a different 
volume or a partition on the same storage media. Therefore, in this case the image file 
written to a volume or a partition different from the source volume (e.g. image data is 
added). The source storage medium and destination storage medium are on the same 
storage medium. Contrary to the Applicant argument, there is no reference to a blank 
destination storage medium in the Witt's reference. In summary the Examiner believes 
Witt teaches all limitations recited in independent claims 1 and 17 and also claims 2-3 
and 5-10 and 19-22 as shown above in reference to the rejection of the claims. 
Accordingly, the Examiner maintains his position and makes this Office Action final. 
Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, thenthe 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1. 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Hashem 
Farrokh whose telephone number is (571) 272-4193. The examiner can normally be 
reached Monday-Friday from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempt to reach the above noted Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Mr. Donald A Sparks, can be reached on (571) 272-4201. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
application may be obtained from either private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished application is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about PAIR system, see http J/pair-direct u« n tn q nu Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBS) at 
866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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